Supporting High Quality Special

Education Instruction
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Let’s start with some basics







Administrators and Special Education



https://playingwithfashion.wordpress.com/2016/09/21/my-lovehate-relationship-with-zara/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Some things all administrators need to know

about Special Education
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Regarding the first *
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How does the student access the general education curriculum
(i.e., accommodations, modifications, or pre-requisite skills)?

Examples:

« Decodable text on the same content
. Reading passages shortened

« Sections of content eliminated

*Please note that the content should be adapted for only a small
percentage of students.




Methodology

|s there a practice or set of approaches that prove to be more
productive and/or ideal for this student when acquiring knowledge
and skills?

Examples:

Chunking
Multi-sensory phonics instruction

Math manipulatives that are additional to what is already being
used with the class

Scaffolded writing process with increased emphasis on
planning and organizing
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How is this applied to the content that the student is learning
currently? Is the instruction more explicit or systematic? What is
'special’ about it?

Examples:
» Pre-teaching/re-teaching specific skills or content or vocabulary
. EXxplicit step-by-step instruction for more comprehensive skills or

tasks
» Speech to text software to support written idea development or
evidence of comprehension
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1 Systematic, structured process
B ol P

1 Specifically addresses student needs as
ine in the goals and objectives
1 What the teacher does, not what the student

~ does (explicit instruction)
/I requently progress monitored
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What makes instruction explicit?

o Explicit Instruction is a way to teach in
a direct, structured way.

o« When teachers use explicit instruction,
they make lessons crystal clear

o They show kids how to start and
succeed on a task

e They also give kids plenty of feedback
and time to practice.

Explicit and Specially Designed Instruction:
A Special Education Instructional Practice Guide and Reflection Tool




Instruction =Achievement

Great
Instruction is
the Key




S000.....what does the Administrator need to
do to support all of that???

Be Visible

Know What To Look For

Teachers ensure multiple opportunities for students with
disabilities to respond, for example.

i. Oral responses: (e.g., choral response, think-pair-share;
partner response).

ii. Unison responses: (e.g., choral response; white-boards;
response cards),

iii. Team responses: (e.g., numbered heads together; jigsaw).
iv. Written responses (e -g., response cards, white boards,

thinl
v. Action responses (e.g., touchingfpointing; gestures; acting
out; hand signals; facial expressions).

Students with disabilities engage in structured activities
designed to allow for processing (e.g., |-time, think-pair-share,
numbered heads, elbow partners, think-jot).

The teacher explicitly teaches strategies for responding to
higher-order questions (e.g., problem solving, generalization,
evaluative, inferential, application).

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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Supporting High Quality Instruction

Ask Questions!
What is the specially designed instruction you
are providing? (CT classes especially!)
How are you scaffolding this lesson?
What progress are you seeing with this
student? How do you know?
Why do you think progress is not where it
should be?
Have you targeted the right skill?
Does the student have the pre-requisite skills
for these tasks?
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Supporting High Quality Instruction

INSIST ON DATA!!!

Decisions should hinge on the
data to support them.

Ask about the progress monitoring.
Ask to see it. (should be happening at
least every two weeks)
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In51st.1t is presented at the IEP . . 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
meeting. Help the teacher reflect on it. Weeks of Instruction




Supporting High Quality Instruction

ningful collaboration with colleagues
gies for various students, to create
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“Do the best you can until you know better.
Then when you know better, do better.”

— Maya Angelou
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